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Figure 1 illustrates the calculated life expectancies over the last approximately forty years. It can be 

concluded that women live longer than men in Aruba. Since 1980, women are living longer than men 

in all parts of the world. And, in low-income countries, women now live 20 years longer on average 

than they did in 19603. At every age group, women tend to have a lower mortality rate. The reasons 

for this are not entirely certain. People argue that it can be caused by some traditional socio-

environmental factors; men have generally consumed more alcohol, tobacco and other drugs 

compared to females in most societies. This means they are more likely to suffer from associated 

diseases such as lung cancer. Men are also more likely to die from accidents, whether unintentional 

(such as car accidents) or intentional (suicide, violence, war). It is also known that men are more 

likely to die from most of the leading causes of death than women. 

Since the year 1981 to 2000 life expectancy has only been decreasing. An increase can also be seen 

for the year 1972 to 1981, but in this year the increase in life expectancy for men was unequal to 

women.  

 

Tables 3 and 4 present life tables for men and women on Aruba. Deaths are taken over the period of 

one year. There are some zero probabilities in the life tables; this is due to the fact that the numbers 

of death in these age groups are zero. In reality these probabilities are not zero, but just small. 

 
Table 3: Life table Aruba 2010-2011 Males 

 
Source: AZV, DVG, Population Registry, Population and Housing Census 2010 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
3 Economic World Bank Organization (2011). World Development Report 2012: Gender Equality and Development. Washington 

DC: The World Bank, p. 22. 
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The meanings of these functions are the following: 

- n= length of interval 
- a(x,n) = fraction of last year lived 
- M(x,n) = the age-specific mortality rate (number of deaths divided by the mid-year population in 

age group x to x+n) 
- q(x) = the age specific probability of dying between ages x and x+n 
- p(x) = the age specific probability of surviving between ages x and x+n 
- l(x) = the function of survival, being the number of survivors in the life table at exact age x, out 

of an initial population of 100000 at age 0 
- D(x,n) = the function of death, being the number of deaths in the life table between ages x and 

x+n 
- L(x,n) = the total number of person-years lived by the total population between ages x and x+n 
- S(x,n) = the probability of surviving between two year of completed years 
- T(x) = the total number of person-years lived by the cohort after exact age x 
- e(x) = the expectation of life, being the average number of years yet expected to be lived by a 

person at age x 
 
Table 4: Life table Aruba 2010-2011 Females 

 
Source: AZV, DVG, Population Registry, Population and Housing Census 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


